Abstract: We propose a color decomposition for general tree amplitudes in a SU (2) gauge theory which is spontaneously broken via the Higgs mechanism. Working in the unitary gauge, we construct color-ordered amplitudes by explicitly presenting a set of color-ordered Feynman rules. Those primitive amplitudes are gauge-invariant, and they preserve perturbative unitarity in the high-energy limit. Serving as building blocks of color-dressed tree amplitudes, they allow for efficient evaluation of tree-level scattering amplitudes involving gauge bosons and the Higgs boson via the Berends-Giele recursion relations for color-ordered currents. We demonstrate the efficiency of this computational scheme by calculating on-shell amplitudes for scattering of five, six and nine W -bosons in the limit of vanishing Weinberg angle.
Contents 1 Introduction
Interactions of electroweak gauge bosons at high energies probe into the very nature of electroweak symmetry breaking. Such interactions can, eventually, be studied at CERN Large Hadron Collider (LHC). However, detailed investigations of the electroweak sector at high energies require the development of efficient techniques to calculate amplitudes for scattering processes with electroweak gauge bosons both at tree-and the one-loop level. It has long been known that broken electroweak gauge invariance makes such perturbative computations formidable.
Indeed, in standard renormalizable gauges the presence of non decoupling Goldstone bosons quickly leads to an explosion of the number of Feynman diagrams. On the other hand, in the unitary gauge large cancellations among the longitudinal parts p µ p ν /m 2 W of vector boson propagators would occur, leading to severe numerical stability issues. Partly because of this, our knowledge of multi vector boson scattering is quite limited. Tree-level results for γγ → W + W − ZZ and γγ → W + W − W + W − were computed in [1] using an optimized gauge choice. Beyond the tree-level the situation is even worse: to the best of our knowledge, only the simplest case of V V → V V scattering has been studied [2] [3] [4] [5] .
In recent years, we have witnessed enormous progress in developing computational techniques for scattering amplitudes in massless gauge theories, both regular and supersymmetric (for a recent review, see e.g. the special issue [6] and the review [7] ). However, these techniques were mainly developed within QCD-like theories and must then be generalized in order for them to cope with non colored particle and with massive vector bosons. A first step in this direction was made in [8] , where processes with up to two external vector -1 -bosons were considered and in [9] , where multi-photon tree-level amplitudes were studied. Another step in this direction was made in [10] , where it was shown how to generalize the CSW construction (see [6] ) in order to deal with a broken gauge theory.
A large number of on-shell computational techniques in massless gauge theoriesboth at tree-and the one-loop level -are based on the idea of color ordering. In that approach, scattering amplitudes are represented by sums of products of color factors and color-stripped objects -the so-called color-ordered amplitudes. As an example, a useful color decomposition of n-gluon scattering amplitudes in a gauge theory with the group SU (N c ) reads [11, 12] A tree n (1, 2, · · · , n) = σ∈Sn/Zn Tr (T a σ(1) T a σ(2) · · · T a σ(n) ) A tree n (σ(1), σ(2), · · · , σ(n)) , (1.1) other useful decompositions were presented in [13] , [14] (see the review [7] for details). Here A tree n are color-ordered or primitive amplitudes, which only depend on the momenta and polarizations of external gluons.
The primitive amplitudes A tree n have many attractive properties (see e.g. [15] ). Each primitive amplitude receives contribution only from planar diagrams with external legs arranged in the corresponding order. These color-ordered diagrams can be computed by introducing a set of color-ordered Feynman rules from which the color degrees of freedom are removed. The color-stripped primitive amplitudes are gauge-invariant and, in this sense, physical. Moreover, kinematic singularities of tree amplitudes are closely related to their on-shell constructibility, as reflected by the BCFW on-shell recursion relation [16, 17] . Compared with the full color-dressed amplitude, primitive amplitudes, being color-ordered, have simpler structure of kinematic singularities; for this reason, they can be thought of as basic objects for studying analytic properties of scattering amplitudes.
We would like to define and work with color-ordered amplitudes to describe interactions of electroweak gauge bosons. However, in a theory where gauge invariance is broken, it is not clear how to do that. There are multiple reasons for that, from vacuum having preferred direction in the "color" space, to the existence of color-neutral "Higgs particle" in the spectrum, which makes the concept of color ordering ambiguous. One option is to give up on the idea of color ordering and to generalize existing algorithms for calculating scattering amplitudes to make them applicable to color-dressed quantities. This program has been successfully carried out to address computation of high-multiplicity processes with electroweak gauge bosons [18] and gluons [19] , both at tree-level and beyond.
In this paper we investigate if the concept of color ordering can be used to describe scattering of massive gauge bosons, in spite of the caveats pointed above. We focus on a model with the SU (2) gauge group which is completely broken by the Higgs mechanism. We explain how to define color-ordered amplitudes in this model and show that those amplitudes satisfy the electroweak Ward identity and respect perturbative unitarity bound. We present explicit results for scattering amplitudes of five, six and nine W -bosons, by computing them in the unitary gauge using color-ordered currents that satisfy BerendsGiele recursion.
-2 -The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we describe our model and mention some problems with arranging the color decomposition of scattering amplitudes. In Section 3 we derive color-ordered Feynman rules and explain how color-ordered amplitudes are constructed. In Section 4 we prove that color-ordered currents satisfy electroweak Ward identity. In Section 5 we present our conclusions. Some results, including color-ordered Feynman rules and discussion of numerical computation of five-and six-and nine-W scattering amplitudes are relegated to the Appendix.
2 SU(2) gauge theory, Higgs mechanism and the color decomposition
We consider a SU (2) gauge theory which is broken by the Higgs mechanism. In such a theory, three gauge fields W a are labelled by color indices a = 1, 2, 3. The gauge field part of the Lagrangian reads
where ε abc is the Levi-Civita tensor. We use SU (2) Lie algebra generators T a = σ a / √ 2, where σ 1,2,3 are the Pauli matrices. The orthogonality and commutation relations read
While the above relations generalize to an arbitrary SU (N ) group, generators of the SU (2) group enjoy an anti-commutation relation
3)
that will play an important role in our construction. A completeness relation of generators in the fundamental representation is useful for dealing with color algebra. In the case of SU (2), it reads
We break the gauge symmetry in the Standard Model-like way; to this end, we introduce a scalar SU (2) doublet Φ and give it a non-vanishing vacuum expectation value
In general, we parameterize the SU (2) doublet in terms of four real scalar
We identify H with the physical Higgs boson; the three fields φ a , a = 1, 2, 3 are Goldstone degrees of freedom; they are absorbed by gauge fields W a , as they acquire equal masses m W = gv/2 and obtain longitudinal modes. The Higgs part of the Lagrangian reads
where the covariant derivative in the fundamental representation is given by
This broken gauge theory can be quantized in a standard way by introducing a gauge-fixing term
and the ghost Lagrangian
The unphysical degrees of freedom, i.e. the Goldstone fields and the ghost fields, all have masses √ ξm W . In the limit ξ → ∞, which is usually referred to as the unitarity gauge, the unphysical degrees of freedom decouple from the theory. In such a gauge, intermediate states appearing in any physical scattering amplitude, i.e. gauge bosons W a and the Higgs boson H, are physical degrees of freedom. In particular, the unitary gauge propagator for the gauge field W a is
The unitary gauge deals with only physical degrees of freedom and, for this reason, is particularly suitable for unitarity-related tools such as on-shell recursion relation and unitarity cuts. We also point out that in this particular model, a global SU (2) symmetry survives as the particle content nicely fits into its various representations, even though the locally gauged SU (2) symmetry is broken. This observation will help us to construct the color decomposition in what follows. We also mention that in this paper we restrict our discussion to self-interaction of gauge bosons and their interactions with the Higgs boson. The self-interaction of the Higgs bosons, which can be traced back to the scalar potential Eq.(2.6), is not necessary to describe consistent interaction pattern in the gauge sector. Hence, the mass of the Higgs boson m H can be viewed as a free input parameter. Its value is not important for ensuring the gauge invariance of the theory, although it determines the value of scattering amplitudes in high-energy scattering and, therefore, controls perturbative unitarity.
It is well-known that the description of multi-particle scattering -even at tree level -becomes very difficult within conventional Feynman-diagrammatic approach. This is especially true for gauge field theories where the number of Feynman diagrams grows factorially when the number of external particles increases, see Table 1 . In the unitary gauge, where the number of Feynman diagrams is greatly reduced due to the absence of Goldstone bosons and ghosts, severe cancellations occur between individual diagrams as longitudinal structures in propagators of gauge bosons introduce bad scaling behaviors in the high energy limit. The color decomposition that we introduce in this Section reduces full amplitudes to simpler objects, which can be computed in the recursive fashion, thereby keeping growth of Feynman diagrams in check and avoiding large numerical cancellations at intermediate steps.
A color decomposition for the n-gluon scattering is shown in Eq.(1.1). We remind the reader that this color-decomposition is achieved by rewriting the structure constant # of color-dressed diagrams 1 7 55 730 11410 226765 5230225 Table 1 . Number of color-dressed tree diagrams for multi-W scattering in the broken SU (2) model, as generated by automation package Qgraf [20] . Intermediate Higgs bosons contribute a large number of additional diagrams.
f abc -which enters Feynman rules in case of gluodynamics -through a difference of traces of products of SU (N c ) generators in the fundamental representation and then using the completeness relations to combine various traces. We would like to repeat the same procedure in the broken gauge theory; the immediate obstacle that we face is that -in addition to the structure constants of the SU (2) group that control self-interactions of the gauge bosons, there are symmetric structure constants δ ab in the coupling of the gauge bosons to the Higgs boson. We can deal with the anti-symmetric structure constants ∼ ε abc in the standard way by writing
To deal with the symmetric structure constants δ ab , we use the fact that for the SU (2) gauge group, they can be written as anti-commutators of Lie algebra generators, Eq.(2.3). We can employ this representation for δ ab to insert it in relevant places inside traces created by the repeated use of Eq.(2.10) and the completeness relation Eq.(2.4). We conclude that a general tree W -boson scattering amplitude can be written as a linear combination of kinematic structures multiplied by traces of products of SU (2) generators in the fundamental representation
(2.11) We note that primitive amplitudes in the above formula are defined to contain the gauge coupling constant in the appropriate power.
To make use of the full power of color decomposition, it is important to understand how color-ordered amplitudes can be computed. In case of pure gluodynamics, a powerful way to compute ordered amplitudes is based on Berends-Giele recursion relations [11] . If we want to apply a similar technique to compute scattering amplitudes in a broken gauge theory, we face the following problem: because of the existence of W W H vertex, iterations of Berends-Giele currents for electroweak gauge bosons must involve the Higgs boson currents. However, since Higgs bosons are color-neutral, we face an immediate question of how to incorporate the neutral particles into the color-ordering scheme. A similar issue arises if we think about using tree color-ordered amplitudes as building blocks in one-loop computations. In this case, unitarity cuts clearly produce tree amplitudes with intermediate (multiple) Higgs particles and we need to understand how to define "colorordered" amplitudes with Higgs particles and electroweak gauge bosons.
We require that color-ordered amplitudes receive contribution only from planar colorstripped diagrams with particular ordering of all physical external particles. Besides, we require that these ordered amplitudes satisfy electroweak Ward identity, in a similar way as the color-dressed amplitudes do. This last feature -that we will loosely refer to as "gauge invariance of scattering amplitudes" -is important for enabling applications of these color-ordered objects to one-loop computations. It turns out that for broken SU (2) such color-stripped objects do exist. In the following Sections we construct them explicitly.
Constructing physical primitive amplitudes
We begin by addressing the color-neutrality of the Higgs boson. To deal with this issue, we extend the gauge group from SU (2) to U (2), by introducing the abelian U (1) generator
We can now consider the completeness relation in an U (2) theory, by adding the U (1) generator to Eq.(2.4). For definiteness, we will label operators of SU (2) with a, b, c, while generators of U (2) will be labeled withã, etc. The tilded indices run from 0 to 3 while the untilded ones run from 1 to 3. For the U (2) group, we still have the commutation relation
where fãbc vanishes if any of the indices is zero and fãbc = εãbc otherwise. In addition, the simplified completeness relation is valid
On the other hand, the anticommutation relation Eq.(2.3) requires care since it becomes invalid for a generic choice of U (2) generators.
We can now extend the particle content of the theory by promoting the gauge bosons and the Higgs boson to full U (2) multiplets. This implies that we introduce the Higgs triplet H a , a = 1, 2, 3, in addition to the regular SU (2) Higgs boson that (in this notation) is denoted as H 0 , and the U (1) gauge boson W 0 . The interactions between these particles are controlled by U (2) Feynman rules. In the gauge boson sector, we obtain those rules by writing
It is then obvious that with this extension of the Feynman rules, the U (1) gauge bosons completely decouple from the gauge sector of the theory although it is useful to have them, to prove the color decomposition in a straightforward way.
In the Higgs sector, we need to extend the interactions between W -bosons and the Higgs boson. Again, we want to make this extension in such a way, that the decoupling of unphysical particles is obvious. Recall that, eventually, we are interested in computing multi-W and multi-Higgs scattering amplitudes where all external states are taken to be -6 -physical. To this end, we write WãWbHc vertex as
It is easy to understand that this equation leads to decoupling of the interaction between unphysical Higgses H a , a = 1, 2, 3 and physical gauge bosons. Indeed, in this case Tr(T a T b T c ) ∼ ε abc , so the sum of the two traces vanishes. The non-vanishing contribution requires that eitherã =b =c = 0, which gives an interaction of a physical H with two unphysical W -bosons or that one ofã,b,c is zero and the other two are not. This latter case contains an interaction of a physical W with unphysical Higgs and unphysical W , as well as the interaction of a physical Higgs with two physical W -bosons. An important feature of the above vertex is that unphysical particles always appear in pairs; this will be a crucial element for understanding their decoupling from physical amplitudes.
Similarly, the W W HH vertex can be generalized in the following waỹ
The right hand side produces a variety of vertices that involve both physical and unphysical particles; again, the unphysical particles appear in pairs. By repeated use of the completeness relation for Lie algebra generators Eq.(3.2), we combine individual traces into traces of products of T -matrices that correspond to colorstates of all external particles, including the Higgs boson. The relevant color-stripped Feynman rules are given in Appendix A. We emphasize that the U (2) Feynman rules imply that unphysical particles can be produced in pairs only; therefore, if external particles are physical, the unphysical particles automatically decouple from full tree amplitude, in spite of contributing to color-ordered ones. This decoupling is identical to how ghosts in QCD or super-partners in supersymmetric QCD do not contribute to scattering amplitudes of regular quarks and gluons at tree level. We therefore conclude that scattering amplitudes can be represented in the following way
where Xã is a generic notation for the Higgs boson and W bosons, and color-ordered amplitudes A n are obtained from the color-ordered Feynman rules.
-7 -As we pointed out already, we would like to construct the color-ordered amplitudes that satisfy electroweak Ward identity that connects matrix elements of "gauge" and "Goldstone" currents
This relation between matrix elements of the two currents should be valid in any gauge, including the unitary one. For the purpose of computing color-ordered amplitudes, we can define the colorstripped currents, where all external particles -including the Higgs bosons -are ordered, in full analogy with QCD. Similar to ordered amplitudes, these currents can be computed as sums of all color-ordered diagrams, using a set of color-ordered Feynman rules. The n-particle partial amplitude is obtained by computing the scalar product of a (n − 1)-point current with the polarization vector of the n-th particle and taking the on-shell limit 1
We envision that ordered amplitudes can, eventually, be used in one-loop computations based on generalized unitarity [7] . To enable computations in the unitary gauge, it is crucial that ordered amplitudes satisfy the electroweak Ward identity, in the sense of Eq.(3.7) since this relation allows, formally, to start a calculation in the Feynman gauge and then argue that, after taking the unitarity cuts, contributions of unphysical W -polarization and contribution of the Goldstone boson cancel out exactly, leaving out the unitary gauge result. Therefore, we require that Eq.(3.7) holds for color-ordered currents
Finally, we require that partial amplitudes are perturbative-unitary. By this we mean that amplitudes for gauge-boson scattering approach a constant in the limit of infinitely large center-of-mass energy. Explicitly,
where 1, 2, · · · , n can be gauge bosons of any polarization or Higgs bosons, and s ij = (k i + k j ) 2 where i, j represents any two of the external particles. Empirically, we find that, after enforcing gauge invariance, perturbative unitarity works out automatically.
Since we plan to use unitary gauge for the computation of color-ordered amplitudes, we do not need to discuss interaction vertices where Goldstone bosons appear. However, 1 We do not include the external propagator of n-th particle into the definition of the current.
-8 - we need such vertices to check the electroweak Ward identity. Having in mind the unitary gauge, we only require a vertex with a single Goldstone boson φHW . Indeed, vertices with larger number of Goldstone bosons lead to diagrams where Goldstone bosons appear as internal particles; such diagrams decouple in the unitary gauge, due to the infinitely large mass of the Goldstone boson. We will take
as the color-stripped Feynman rule for the interaction of the Goldstone boson with physical degrees of freedom and check if this is sufficient to maintain gauge invariance.
We are now in position to start checking the electroweak Ward identity for colorordered amplitudes. We begin with the ordered amplitude that describes scattering of four Because of the symmetry of the problem, we only have to check the Ward identity with respect to the momentum of one gauge boson. We choose the gauge boson with momentum p 1 for this purpose. We write the scattering amplitude as 12) where the currents are defined in Fig. 1 . We begin by considering all diagrams without the intermediate Higgs boson. We consider first the s−channel diagram that contributes 13) with q = −p 1 − p 2 . To contract J s with p 1 , we note that
(3.14)
and
Putting everything together we obtain 
The 4W -vertex gives a contribution
Putting together the "pure-gauge" contributions, we find
We now consider diagrams with the intermediate Higgs boson. In the s−channel we have
with q = −p 1 − p 2 . If we use the physical condition p 2 · ǫ 2 = 0, we can write p 1 · ǫ 2 = −(q − p 1 ) · ǫ 2 /2 and Because of the Feynman rule shown in Eq.(3.11), this result is in exactly −im W J s,φ . The same result clearly holds also for J t,H and J t,φ . Hence, we conclude that in case of Wscattering, the Ward identity holds and it works out in the following way: it holds diagram by diagram for Higgs exchanges while the sum of diagrams that only involve gauge bosons is transverse on its own in the unitarity gauge. This result is summarized in Fig. 8 : the four-W ordered amplitude satisfies the relevant Ward identity, without the need for new interaction vertices. We note that a tight relation between Higgs exchanges and pure gauge scattering diagrams comes from the requirement that color-ordered amplitudes are unitary. We have checked that perturbative unitarity holds for 4W scattering.
As the next step, we consider the 0
) ordered scattering amplitude. This is no longer a fully symmetric case, and we have to check three different Ward identities separately, one for each W leg. However, given the fact that ordered amplitudes are cyclic-symmetric, only two cases are independent. The relevant currents are shown in Fig 2. We begin by checking the Ward identity with respect to the W 1 leg. We write the scattering amplitude as
Using partial results presented in the discussion of four-W scattering amplitude, it is straightforward to compute the s−channel contribution
For the t−channel contribution we can write
where V 3 is the all-outgoing three-boson vertex. Writing p 1 = −(q + p 4 − p 1 )/2, we obtain
Since q · V 3 (−q, p 2 , p 3 ) = 0, the second line vanishes and the first term coincides with −im WJt,φ . Hence, if we put everything together, we obtain the violation of the Ward identity -the divergence of the s-channel contribution does not match any term on the right hand side of the Ward identity. Explicitly, we obtain
At the color-dressed level the offending term cancels between s-and u-channel contributions but, if we want ordered amplitudes to satisfy the Ward identity, we need to introduce additional vertices. The simplest one to introduce to enforce the Ward identity is a local φW W H vertex. We can take the corresponding color-ordered vertices to be
The color-dressed version of this vertex is constructed in such a way that, when the sum over all colors is taken, this vertex vanishes. This is important for ensuring that this vertex does not contribute to color-dressed amplitudes.
We are now in position to check the Ward identity for the W 2 boson. We write the amplitude as
We start with the s−channel current. We can use the result in Eq.(3.23), after 1 ↔ 2 flip. The flip gives a minus sign and we obtain
The same is true for the t−channel diagram. We just have to take the result above and exchange 1 with 3. In this case the V V V vertex picks up a minus sign, while the V V H vertex is unchanged. We are left then with an overall minus sign, with the result
We see that the Ward identity is satisfied without additional vertices. Hence, we must forbid the four-particle ordered vertex W φW H, in spite of the existence of the ordered vertex φW W H. Finally, we have to consider amplitudes with two W -bosons and two Higgs bosons, 0 → W (p 1 ) + W (p 2 ) + H(p 3 ) + H(p 4 ). Because of symmetry, we only have to check the Ward identity with respect to one of the vector bosons; we choose the W 1 . The relevant currents are shown in Fig. 3 . We write the amplitude as
(3.31) We start with the t−channel contribution
The first line cancels with the single term on the right-hand of the Ward identity, while the second one gives
The W W HH vertex gives a contribution
so that -once we put everything together -we find a mismatch in the Ward identity
To fix the last term, we modify the W (2, 3, 4) current by making use of the fact that the s-channel current mediated by the exchange of the W -boson is propagator-free, when contracted with p 1 . Since we need HH final state, we introduce the ordered W HH interaction vertex
To ensure that this vertex does not contribute to color-dressed amplitudes with external physical particles, we assign the fãbc color factor to it. As a result, unphysical particles are produced in pairs by this vertex and, therefore, do not contribute to amplitudes with physical external particles. Note, however, that the new W HH interaction vertex leads to additional contributions to W W W H amplitude that we already considered and found to satisfy the Ward identity without it. Therefore, we have to make sure that the addition -13 - In fact, the color-ordered Feynman rules that appeared in the discussion of four-particle scattering amplitudes are sufficient to define tree-level color-ordered amplitudes for arbitrary multiplicities of external states. Given the color-ordered Feynman rules, partial amplitude A tree n (1, · · · , n) can be computed in an extremely efficient way using the BerendsGiele recursion relations for off-shell currents. The Berends-Giele recursion relations for the Higgs boson current, the gauge boson current, and for the Goldstone boson current are shown in Figs.5,6,7. These color-ordered currents satisfy coupled recursion relations, which resemble the recursion relations in QCD [11] but are more complicated.
Working in an unitary gauge, we checked numerically that partial amplitudes satisfy the Ward identity Eq.(3.9) and are unitary Eq.(3.10) for up to 9 external particles. We have also checked that full amplitude obtained by computing color-ordered amplitudes and assembling them into a full amplitude using Eq.(3.6) agrees with the full scattering amplitude computed with Feynman diagrams.
The left pane in Fig. 4 shows the dependence of the ordered amplitude for 9-W scattering as a function of the collision energy. It is clear from that Figure that the ordered amplitude approaches the constant limit at high-energy, consistent with perturbative unitarity. We have checked that this behavior is typical for other ordered multi-particle amplitudes. Note that zeroes of the ordered amplitude also exist, but we checked that they do not correspond to zeroes of the full amplitude. In the next Section, we prove that the color-ordered currents that can be constructed using color-ordered Feynman rules satisfy electroweak Ward identity Eq.(3.9).
The right pane in Fig. 4 shows the time required to compute a single color-ordered amplitude. We have checked that -for n-point amplitude the time scales like n 4.4 under double precision, roughly independent of the type and polarizations of external particles. This time scaling is similar to what has been achieved in computations of pure gluon Table 2 . Efficiency comparison between the recursive method and MadGraph. Computation was performed on the same computer, in double precision. We studied comparable, but not identical, processes with the same number of external particles and similar number of Feynman diagrams. The MadGraph calculation refers to full weak-boson scattering in the Standard Model, while the recursive computation refers to the broken SU (2) model that we consider in this paper.
amplitudes, see e.g. Ref. [21] . The roughly n 4 scaling can be understood as follows: (1) to calculate (n − 1)-point currents one needs to calculate 1-point, 2-point,...,(n − 2)-point currents, requiring O (n) recursions; (2) there are O (n) (n − 1)-point ordered currents to calculate; (3) to calculate each (n − 1)-point ordered current via recursion relation, the maximum number of ways to split is O n 2 , corresponding to 4-point vertices. One would expect improved scaling as n 3 if 4-point vertices are traded for 3-point vertices by introducing auxiliary fields. Similar conclusion has also been achieved in the study of colordressed recursions [19] . We also compared the time required for calculating comparable processes using our recursive code and MadGraph5 [22] ; the results of the comparison are shown in Table 2 . We found the recursive approach much more efficient than the traditional Feynman diagrammatic approach, especially for large number of external gauge bosons.
Proof of electroweak Ward identity for arbitrary multiplicity
In this Section we present the recursive proof of the Ward identity Eq.(3.9) for ordered tree amplitudes of arbitrary multiplicity, generalizing the discussion in Ref. [11] to the case of currents in broken gauge theory. To facilitate the proof, we introduce some compact notations. We consider n-point off-shell currents, where the n on-shell physical particles have outgoing momenta k µ i , i = 1, 2, · · · , n and are physically ordered. We useW a ,H a andG a to denote off-shell currents coupled to gauge bosons W , the Higgs boson H and the Goldstone G, respectively. Note that for the sake of compactness, we do not display Lorentz index of the gauge current. We also choose not to multiply the currents by an off-shell propagator.
The subscript in currentsW a (H a ), a = 1, 2, 3, · · · , is used to indicate how many currents the original current has been divided into, and their relative ordering; summation over all possible partitions is implicitly assumed. For example a termH 1 W 2 ·W 3 is the shorthand notation for and a termH 1H2 p 2 ·W 3 H 4 is the shorthand notation for
where the momentum sum p(i, j) is defined as
We also denote by W a and H a the currents where the propagator of the off-shell leg is multiplied in (since Goldstone boson only appears as external current in the unitary gauge, = + + + Figure 7 . Recursion relation for color-ordered n-point function coupled to G there is no need to define such an object also for G). These currents read
We want to show that
We prove the Ward identity by induction. The induction starts with one-particle gauge current, which is simply the polarization vector of the relevant particle. Note that a singleparticle Goldstone current vanishes since all external particles are physical. The Ward identity for single-particle currents then follows trivially. Furthermore, we introduce a useful notation to describe three-and four-point gauge vertices
Using this notation, Berends-Giele recursion relations can be written in a compact way. For example, the recursion relation for the gauge current reads
The advantage of this notation is that recursion relations can be re-inserted into the righthand-side of the recursion relation in a compact way. For examplẽ
-17 -where in the right hand side we wrote the recursion relation forW 2 and re-named the currents following the convention that they are numbered according to their clock-wise appearance.
We will prove by induction that the Ward identity
holds for any multiplicity of the external particles. First, we consider the gauge currentW and use the recursion relation for it. The contribution of the three-W vertex gives
The four-W vertex evaluates to
If we insert the recursion relation forW a into Eq.(4.11) and combine the resulting expressions for three-and four-gluon vertex contributions in Eq.(4.10), we observe that puregauge contributions cancel out. The remaining contributions to p ·W necessarily contain the Higgs boson current. To investigate those terms, we write
where A 1 is the sum of Higgs-dependent terms shown as ellipses in Eq.(4.8) and A 2 is the sum of Higgs-dependent terms that arise when the recursion relation forW 1,2 is inserted into Eq.(4.11). Those terms read
Note that the first term in Eq.(4.14) is
To simplify it, we insert recursion relation to eliminateH a . The appearance of Goldstone currentsG a is the consequence of applying Ward identity to gauge currents of lower multiplicity. Finally we need -18 -the recursion relation for the Goldstone boson current; it reads
Similar to the previous discussion, terms withG 1,2 currents arise because of electroweak Ward identity. After collecting all terms, we finally arrive at the following equation
EliminatingG a in the first term by inserting recursion relation, and applying the Ward identity for lower-multiplicity currents, we find that all terms cancel out exactly. This proves the assertion that the color-ordered Feynman rules that we constructed allow us to define color-ordered currents that satisfy electroweak Ward identity.
Conclusion
In this paper, we studied gauge boson scattering amplitudes in SU (2) gauge theory, spontaneously broken by the Higgs mechanism. We constructed color-ordered scattering amplitudes that satisfy electroweak Ward identities and respect perturbative unitarity. Those color-ordered amplitudes are peculiar in that both external gauge bosons -that carry color -and the Higgs boson -that is neutral -are physically ordered. We present explicitly a set of color-ordered Feynman rules, which lead to coupled Berends-Giele recursion relations for color-ordered currents. Similar to QCD, these color-ordered currents can be used to efficiently compute tree color-ordered amplitudes. We presented a proof of gauge invariance for off-shell currents of arbitrary multiplicity. Full color-dressed tree-level scattering amplitudes can be constructed from color-ordered amplitudes via the color decomposition in terms of traces of products of group generators in the fundamental representation of SU (2). Our decomposition is restricted to SU (2), due to the relative simple group structure. For a gauge theory of broken SU (N ) with a variety of different breaking schemes, the surviving global symmetry can be very different. As the result, the usefulness of color decomposition and color-ordered amplitudes in that case can be questioned. In particular, in realistic electroweak models, gauge bosons acquire different masses and have different couplings to the Higgs sector, so there is a lack of symmetries to make use of.
Another issue is the generalization of our decomposition to the one-loop level. The central question is how to construct gauge-invariant color-stripped objects that properly reflect the cut structure of the full amplitude and how to assemble those objects into the full one-loop amplitude. The unitarity gauge, which deals with only the physical degrees of freedom in intermediate states, is clearly ideal for the on-shell methods. However, as we emphasized several times, our construction of color-stripped amplitudes introduces unphysical fields and unphysical vertices whose contribution to the entire amplitude cancels out once the sum over colors is taken. It is unclear to us at the moment if this can be also arranged at the one-loop level. This remains an interesting open question for the future.
A Relevant Feynman rules
We list all non-vanishing color-ordered Feynman rules in the unitary gauge, which give gauge invariant and unitary partial amplitudes. Gauge bosons, the Higgs boson, and Goldstone bosons are represented by wavy lines, dashed lines and dotted lines, respectively. External legs are ordered clockwise and all momenta are outgoing.
We also present below a set of color-dressed Feynman rules for the extended particle content, which is useful in the proof of color decomposition. -23 - 
C Numerical results for amplitudes
For future reference, we present numerical results for multi-W scattering amplitudes for a typical phase space point. We choose m W = 80 GeV and m H = 114 GeV and set the gauge coupling constant to g = 0.1. All momenta are given in GeV.
Scattering of five W bosons
We first list all color-ordered primitive amplitudes (there are 4! = 24 of them) for
In the center of mass frame, the momenta of gauge bosons are 2 To avoid confusion, throughout this paper we do not take complex conjugate when multiplying polarization vectors, regardless of whether the external particle is incoming or outgoing.
-24 -Color-ordered primitive amplitudes are evaluated to be -27 -These results are cross-checked using the conventional Feynman diagrammatic method. In that case we calculate and sum over all 730 tree diagrams for 6-W scattering.
Scattering of nine W bosons
Finally, we present numerical results for full amplitude of 9-W scattering, i.e. W (k 1 By contrast, numerical implementation based on Feynman diagrams is too inefficient to yield a result for 9-W scattering in a sensible amount of time.
-29 -
